If Pakistan was to become a worthy State, let them
and the Union representatives sit down and thrash out
the Kashmir affair as they had already done in the
case of many other things. If they could not do so, why
could they not choose from among themselves good,
true persons who would direct their steps? The first
step was an open and sincere confession of past lapses.
Hearty repentance broke the edge of a guilt and led
the way to proper understanding. The Congress Govern-
ment could never stand for the princes against their
people. It could only deal with the princes as trustees
of their people.

RECALLING GHAZNAVI

Gandhiji next referred to an Urdu magazine publi-
shed in the Union wherein was a verse to the effect
that everyone was talking of the Somnath temple that
day. But in order to avenge the happenings in Junagadh
a new Ghaznavi would have to come from Ghazni. It
had deeply hurt Gandhiji. How could any Muslim worth
the name in the Union entertain such thoughts? Why
should he not be proud to associate himself with the
act of the renovation of Somnath? He hoped that no
true Muslim would be proud of the acts wrhich are
imputed to Mahmood Ghaznavi. He had pledged his
life to secure safety for the Muslims in the Union. He
would not swerve from his pledge., because he believed
in returning good for evil. He asked the Hindus and
Sikhs not to be carried away by passions. But he asked
his Muslim friends not to make the task of reconciliation
more difficult than it was. He would not have referred
to the mischievous couplet but for the fact that it was
to be found in an important publication.
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